Tone: Ancient
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Tolling in the silence the minutes of the earth and the hours and the days of it and the years without cease, until they stood in a great stone room where lay a black and ancient lake. 	Comment by Chelsea Burk: Tolling: to sound a bell at regular intervals

This word sounds mournful, and also like it is trying to alert, like a bell does	Comment by Chelsea Burk: Repetition of “and” – slightly monotonous and old sounding 	Comment by Chelsea Burk: Simple statements but with an old-fashioned ring
[image: ]	Comment by Chelsea Burk: The idea of a “black lake” is a very forbidding image – you can’t see through the water and it doesn’t seem like a hospitable or pleasant place


And on the far shore a creature that raised its dripping mouth [image: ]
[image: ][image: ]from the rimstone pool and stared into the light with eyes dead white and sightless as the eggs of spiders. [image: ]It swung its head low over the water as if to take the scent of what it could not see. Crouching there pale and naked and translucent, its alabaster bones cast upon shadow on the rocks behind it.	Comment by Chelsea Burk: Rimstone: a calcareous deposit forming a dam at the edge or outlet of an overflowing pool of water, as in a cavern

Helps to form the image in the written descriptions	Comment by Chelsea Burk: The idea of something as “sightless as the eggs of spiders” is a very unnerving image – spider eggs can’t see so at first this simile seems wrong. But in fact, it makes the idea even more creepy than it seems at first; I feel like there are spiders’ looking out from their eggs and this is a terribly gross image.	Comment by Chelsea Burk: “take the scent” sounds like an old phrase	Comment by Chelsea Burk: Alabaster: In this sense it refers to both gypsum and calcite, two distinct varieties of minerals. Geologists define alabaster strictly as a compact and fine-grained variety of gypsum. Chemically, gypsum is a hydrous sulfate of calcium, while calcite is a carbonate of calcium.

A specific color, helps to make the imagery more manifest

 

[image: ]Its bowels, its beating heart. The brain that pulsed in a dull glass bell. It swung its head from side to side and then gave a low moan and turned and lurched away and loped soundlessly into the dark. 	Comment by Chelsea Burk: The tension between a  sterile “dull glass bell” and the brain pulsing is quite thick – the glass is brittle and clear and usually a positive thing but here it is cold and forbidding. The pulsing brain should be alive and active but combined with the “dull glass bell” the whole image becomes alien and nightmarish because of these tensions. 	Comment by Chelsea Burk: “bowels” sounds like a specific term	Comment by Chelsea Burk: Starting a sentence with “the” is interesting and sounds like a list or directions	Comment by Chelsea Burk: Syntax – McCarthy uses very short and then very long sentences. He does not use commas. This makes his sentences seem deep but in reality they ae very easy to understand and are accessible. 
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